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ME  OF  MONTANA' 


HELENA.  MONTANA  59620 


Janury  30,  1984 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
93  Auto  Salvage  South  of  Darby 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Ravalli  Co.  Courthouse,  Hamilton,  MT 
Don  Mullin,  Sanitarian,  Ravalli  Co.  Courthouse,  Box  5019,  Hamilton,  MT 
County  Planning  Board,  Ravalli  County  Courthouse,  Hamilton,  MT 
Lawrence  Evers,  Mayor,  Town  of  Darby,  P.  0.  Box  37,  Darby,  MT 
Robert  Harmash,  c/o  East  Fork  Ranch,  Inc.,  P.0.  Box  21,  Sula,  MT 
Ray  Bozeman,  Right  of  Way  Bureau,  Dept,  of  Highways,  Helena,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhof f , Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena,  MT 
L Harold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena,  MT 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning! Robert 
Harmash/dba/93  Auto  Salvage,  Darby,  MT.  ““ 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


jARRy  D . MITCHELL 
Solid  Waste  Management 
Environmental  Sciences 


Bureau 

Division 


LDM:vc 
Ends . 


■an  equal  opportunity  employer 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi si  On/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  Or  Application Robert  Harmash  dba/  93  Auto  Salvage 

Description  Of  Project Establishing  a new  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 

south  of  Darby,  Montana  (see  map) 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  ai r & energy 

9.  Historical;  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


8. 

9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


14. 


Social  structures  and 
mores  • 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri 
bution  of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & confer 
cial  activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown 


Comments  on 
Attached 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. Ravalli  County  Planning  Office 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Not  Necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 


Date : January  30,  1984 


DHES/ESD-2 


Preliminary  Environmental  Preview 
R.  Harmash  /dba/93  Auto  Salvage 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

5.  Aesthetics 

The  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  regulations  require 
all  junked  vehicles  and  all  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  to  be  shield- 
ed from  public  view.  Public  view  is  defined  as  that  point  six  feet  above 
the  centerline  of  any  public  road.  Prior  to  licensing,  wrecking  facilities 
must  be  in  compliance  with  the  shielding  requirements  of  the  law. 

This  proposed  facility  is  a 1.45  acre  parcel  of  land  just  south  of  the 
Darby  city  limits.  The  property  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  U.S.  Highway  93 
South.  Available  information  shows  that  this  highway  is  the  only  public 
roadway  in  the  area  from  which  this  proposed  facility  can  be  seen. 

Road  to  site  topography  in  this  area  is  generally  flat  although  the 
roadway  is  elevated  slightly  above  the  level  of  the  property.  The  appli- 
cant has  proposed  screening  the  site  from  the  highway  with  a board  fence 
approximately  8 feet  high  such  that  the  facility  will  be  properly  shielded 
from  public  view.  The  east,  north  and  south  sides  of  the  facility  must  be 
shielded.  Buildings  on  site  will  provide  some  shielding  and  at  distance, 
off  site  buildings  and  vegetation  aid  in  minimizing  visual  impact. 

The  proposed  fencing  technique  is  to  utilize  better  quality  slab 
lumber  closely  spaced  and  nailed  vertically  to  the  inside  of  horizontal 
stringers  such  that  the  rough  cut  side  is  facing  traffic.  Outside  the 
stringer,  1X6  inch  dimensional  lumber  will  be  placed  vertically  over  the 
narrow  gaps  resulting  from  the  unevenly  edged  slabs  used  on  the  inside  of 
the  stringer. 

This  shielding  technique  is  acceptable  only  if  it  is  accomplished  in  a 
workman-like  manner  and  meets  or  exceeds  the  standards  set  forth  in  Rule 
16.14.202  ARM.  The  top  of  the  fence  must  be  trimmed  evenly  and  not  have  a 
"stockade"  appearance.  The  fence  may  have  gaps  in  it  to  reduce  wind  load. 
These  spaces  must  not  be  more  than  lh  inches  wide  when  the  fence  is  viewed 
at  any  angle  from  45°  to  90°  to  the  fence. 

If  properly  constructed  and  maintained  in  accordance  with  Rule 
16.14.202  ARM  the  facility  will  be  shielded  in  compliance  with  the  law  and 
eligible  for  licensing.  Properly  shielded  facilities  do  not  create  signif- 
icant adverse  aesthetic  impacts. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 

8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  successful  operation  of  a wrecking  facility  business  may  have  a 
minor  positive  impact  on  any  of  the  above  criteria.  Such  businesses 


frequently  utilize  the  services  of  secondary  support  business  such  as 
advertising,  transportation,  communication,  and  other  vehicle  sales, 
repair,  or  parts  supply  houses.  The  business  should  provide  an  additional 
market  outlet  for  those  individuals  or  firms  such  as  insurance  companies 
which  own  or  process  salvage  motor  vehicles. 

The  property  in  question  was  previously  utilized  as  residence  and  a 
marginal  vehicle  repair  servi  ce.  Planned  property  improvements  and  the 
establishment  of  a viable  parts  salvage  business  may  contribute  to  an 
increased  tax  base  and  tax  revenue. 

Most  obviously  the  proposed  operation  should  provide  employment  and 
personal  income  opportunities  to  the  owner  and  any  additional  employees 
necessary  for  the  business. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services 

A minor  amount  of  time  will  be  spent  in  periodic  routine  field  inspec- 
tions by  state  and  county  junk  vehicle  program  officials  to  assure  that  the 
facility  is  maintained  and  operated  in  compliance  with  state  law.  Demand 
for  local  government  services  such  as  police  and  fire  protection,  solid 
waste  disposal  and  road  maintenance  are  not  expected  to  increase 
significantly. 

13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

The  county  planning  office  has  stated  that  local  zoning  ordinances  or 
regulations  do  not  prohibit  the  establishment  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  at  this  location. 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  WRECKING  FACILITY 

APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to:  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Room  A201,  Cogswell  Building 

1)  Name  of  applicant:  ! <&><&/  " 5962° 


2)  Name  of  facility: 

3)  Address: 


93  So/STf-f 

/.  vir 


4)  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility: 


l|P  / '/??/£&'  ^bo//3  eP  < 7)/?£3y  /&/(?//£ Jy 

C /97/9P  J . 


5)  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who  holds 
title  to  the  property: 


Name: 


Address: 


6)  Attachments:  a)  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 


£/l//l~C 


b)  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 
r lequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 


7)  I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances  (to  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government  official  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances). 


TITLE: 


,y/  Ccon/y  /S'*  V-  Sy*  ft///  /7-7 


OF : 


8)  Date  (year  and  month)  that^.your 


SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT: 
TITLE:  (PcWl-'^Cr 


ill  begyr'~operation: 

PHONE:  &>/  ^3of 

DATE: 


C-FC  3 0 1333 

MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

and  environmental  science- 

SOLID  WASTE  SECTION 
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